October 9, 2003

United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator:

We are writing in representation of millions of consumers and producers across America to express our
strong support for full funding in the fiscal year 2004 agriculture appropriations bill for implementation of

country-of-origin labeling (COOL).

Senator Daschle, Senator Enzi and Senator Johnson are prepared to offer a Sense of the Senate
amendment instructing the agriculture appropriations conferees to remove language inserted into the
House of Representatives spending bill, which prohibits the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
from spending funds to implement COOL. We strongly urge you to support the efforts of Senators
Daschle, Enzi and Johnson when the amendment is introduced.

A report recently released by the General Accounting Office (GAO) refutes the number one argument of
opponents of COOL by clearly stating the $2 billion price tag attached by USDA was based on arbitrary
assumptions and not well supported. Given this recent report and the fact that USDA has yet to release
the preliminary rules of implementation, it is simply the right thing to do to maintain implementation

funding and keep COOL.

Country-of-origin labeling is designed to provide information to consumers and help U.S. producers
promote their own products in the marketplace. It does not need to be burdensome or expensive to
producers. We believe that, given a choice, consumers will choose to purchase U.S.-produced products.
COOL does not violate any of our trade agreements. In fact, the GAO report cited 48 of our 57 trading
partners that require country-of-origin labeling on one or more of the covered commodities included in
the U.S. law. Without mandatory COOL, consumers in the United States will be denied the ability to
differentiate between U.S. and imported products, while consumers in our trading partners’ countries

maintain that right.

Please vote in support of the Daschle-Enzi-Johnson Sense of the Senate to maintain funding of COOL.
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